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Fig-1 Distribution of the dump accum ulation of the Atherurus macrourus in Zhijin cauve
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1 6710=2=130a
Tab.1 Variations in vegetation of Zhijin cave area in last 67102130a vears
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Tab.2 T he evolution stages for Zhijin cave
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Tab.3 The Changes of environmental factors in zhijin cave since 6710130,
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4 13- 4 1950
Rab. 4 The statistical table of the frequencies of natural disasters from 1304 to 1950

1304 1350 1400 1450 1500 1550 1600 1650 1700 1750 1800 1850 1900

A Y Y Y Y (Y O A AN (Y AN O A
1350 1400 1450 1500 1550 1600 1650 1700 1750 1800 1850 1900 1950
WE 2 8 2 12 9 6 6 21 26 45 17 174
A5 1 1 1 4 3 5 10 8 33
KK 1 10 26 20 21 39 28 37 51 91 243 567
2% 5 1 11 17 14 18 30 11 24 38 46 111 326
BER 4 1 1 9 29 6 10 8 14 20 52 149 303
=R 2 2 1 4 3 4 1 2 2 10 54 85
A1 1 3 2 33 075 80 58 93 54 101 142 254 582 1488
* s . s , 1994 |
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3 Zhu Wenxiao. Li Po, Xiong Kangning The speleogenetic environment and evolution of zhijin cave. Proceedings of the Xi

international Congress of Speleology > Beijing, 1993, P45- 48
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THE REASONS FOR EXTINCTION OF THE
ATHERURUS MACROURUS IN ZHIJIN CAVE

He Wei Zhu Wenxiao

( Guizhou Institute of M ountain Resources)
Abstract

Based on the field survey and analysis of the Atherurus macrourus dung layers, the au-
thors discuss the ecological habits and characteristics of the Middle— Late Holocene Atheru—
rus macrourus( 671024430  1165%+90a) in Zhijin cave and propose that the reduction of
food, blockage of the cave mouth, change in environment and natural disasters were the main

factors responsible for the exthinction of the Atherurus macrourus.
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